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This year, LINC celebrates its 20th year which provides the opportunity 
to reflect on the charity’s achievements. The idea for the charity was 
hatched in February 1998. Dr Gill Rouse was working as a haematologist 
in Cheltenham but was recovering from major surgery for cancer. The 
late Dr Robert Dalton went to visit her and gave her the goal of raising 
£30,000 to buy a blood analyser to reduce patient waiting time and she 
did. Hardly had LINC met this first goal when a young mum presented 
with acute leukaemia. Her baby was only a few months old. She 
needed prolonged inpatient treatment in an isolation unit but was 
refusing to have it because there was no one to look after her baby. It 
was at this moment that the concept of LINC’s Patient & Family 
Support took off. Dr Dalton persuaded the patient to have treatment, 
LINC funded the childcare.

As part of the charity’s celebrations we would like to acknowledge the 
work of Gill and her vision to drive the work of the charity. Throughout 
her own health issues she has maintained the mantra that there is 
always someone worse off than her and has dedicated the last 20 
years fundraising to help support the LINC patients.

PJ Crook, our patron writes;

“Gill is one of the most inspirational women I have ever met. Her 
dedication, compassion, and empathy are remarkable; having spent 
most of her life as an haematologist and also co - founding Linc which 
for the past twenty years, she has grown it into one of the county’s most 
loved charities. She has an ability to enthuse and motivate others with 
the warmth of her personality and smile which still light up every function 
she attends. All the more remarkable as Gill has suffered from MS for 
most of her adult life and has had to overcome intense pain to continue 

this work, with of course the support of her husband the effervescent Dr 
Michael Rouse and their vivacious daughter Claire.

It is a great honour working with everyone at Linc and it has hugely 
enriched my life and more importantly that of all its patients.”

The refurbishment of the bathrooms in the Rendcomb Ward side 
rooms is a fitting way to celebrate LINC’s birthday. Thank you to 
everyone who has been with us along the way and we look forward to 
continuing our work.

www.facebook.com/LINCfund @L_I_N_C

LINC turns 20!

Made By Bob
We were delighted that Made by Bob in Cirencester were able to 
attend the Garden Party and would like to thank them for their 
generous support. 

As well as providing auction prizes for the event, they have held  
a Tapas Night with proceeds going to LINC and over the coming 
months, charity evenings will be held with the service charges going 
towards the charity. 

Please see their website for these events and support if you can. 
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Garden Party 
On a beautiful sunny day, guests were treated to a wonderful 
afternoon of entertainment, refreshments and shopping. We are 
extremely grateful to our patrons Laurence and Jackie Llewelyn-
Bowen for hosting the event in their stunning garden and to Creed 
Foodservice who kindly donated all of the food for the afternoon. 
This was truly an afternoon of kindness and smiles and we would 
like to thank everyone who attended, donated and supported us, 
working hard to make the afternoon such a success. The afternoon 
raised a magnificent £4,000.

Carl Hopkins and the Swallow Inn
Carl Hopkins and friends have done another exceptional job of organizing the 
Fun Day at the Swallow Inn, Bishops Cleeve. An amazing £3,610 was raised 
on the raffle alone with a holiday voucher as the top prize and then a cheque 
for the grand total of £6,220.74 was presented to LINC. This is a remarkable 
sum and thank you so much to everyone who supported.

Superhero Fun Run
Pittville Park was filled with superheroes ready to join the fight against 
leukaemia! The obstacle race included Spiderman Crawl and Ironman Leap 
so was suitable for all ages and abilities. Thank you to A2B for their kind 
sponsorship of the obstacles, all of the LINC volunteers and of course our 
LINC heroes. We will hold this event earlier in the year in 2019 so please watch 
out for details.

Cheltenham Tri and Half Marathon
For those of you who are up for a more sporting challenge there is the 
Cheltenham Triathlon and Cheltenham Half. We are very proud to be 
associated with the Triathlon and appreciate the support of the Lido. All the 
money raised from the charity wave will go to LINC and we would like to thank 
our volunteers who have to turn up very early to help at this event. 

For the first time, LINC is a charity partner of the Cheltenham Half taking place 
on 30th September. Thank to you Cheltenham Town Football Club for their 
fantastic support and to the ex-players who are running for us. Claire Salter, 
our clinical nurse specialist, is also taking part so please sponsor her in the 
LINC Outpatient Department or online and to Creed Food Services for 
generously donating the bottled water for each participant.

Shower Update 
LINC is extremely proud to be totally funding the refurbishment of the 
isolation side rooms and bathrooms on Rendcomb Ward. Work has been 
progressing well over the summer and we would like to express our 
thanks to everyone who has made this possible. Special mention goes to 
The Charles Irving Trust and The Eveson Charitable Trust for their 
considerable donations. 

The floors have been replaced, walls painted and decorated with stencils 
and of course, the showers are now walk in and state of the art. We hope 
now, that for the patients who have to spend weeks and even months in 
these rooms, they will be as comfortable as they can be. 

“Don’t count the days, make the days count.”
Muhammad Ali
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Memorial Garden
We are delighted to announce that LINC has been awarded a grant from the Postcode Lottery Fund as part of 
our garden project. Plans have been drawn up very kindly by Mark Sheldon and we will begin the process  
of preparing the borders and paths during the autumn so planting will commence in the spring. The idea of 
calling it The Sanctuary Garden has evolved so that it will become a place of reflection and peace for the many 
people who wander through Sandford Park. Healing herbs will also be incorporated. We will be holding planting 
days and would very much love some help so please contact the team if you would like to become involved.

Smell The Roses
Please save the date - LINC has managed to secure tickets for the 
much sought after tour of the David Austin Rose Gardens on 
Tuesday 25 June. 

The trip will include the coach, a guided tour, lunch and 
afternoon tea. There will be more details to follow but make 
sure that you put this fantastic opportunity in your 2019 diary.

Christmas Sparkle
Malmaison will be kindly hosting Christmas Sparkle again this year 
on Wednesday 28th November  so please join us for mulled 
wine & mince pies, Christmas demonstrations and of course the 
opportunity to get ahead of your shopping with a selection of 
some of Cheltenham’s finest independent boutiques.

Opera Gala Evening
Whether you are an opera buff or a complete novice, this is an 
evening for you. With an opportunity to dress up, listen to the most 
beautiful arias and enjoy dinner, what is not to love? We are looking 
forward to welcoming back the gorgeous Cheryl Brendish and her 
friends to entertain you. 

The evening is being held on October 27th at Pittville Pump 
Room. Tickets are £55 and are available online at  
www.lincfund.org or simply call the office on 0300 422 4422. 

We’re Social...
Social media has fast become a vital fundraising tool. Please follow 
us on our social media platforms and interact with us as much as 
possible. We’d love to hear from you and for you to share our posts 
so that we can spread the word about our work, our brave patient 
stories and our events that we’d love to see you at.

   LINCfund      @L_I _N_C
  linc_1998
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A big thank you to...
To everyone who has kindly responded to the Reclining Chair 
appeal – we are delighted to say that there will be new chairs in the eight 
rooms when the ward re-opens. 

Baylis Vauxhall who donated £150 as part of their monthly charity draw.

The Postcode Local Trust has awarded LINC £5000 to go towards the 
creation of the LINC Garden in Sandford Park. This is possible thanks to 
the players of the People’s Postcode Lottery.

Our stamp collectors and cutters – the last shipment of the stamps 
gave us £156.54.

To everyone who ran or supported the Superhero Fun Run with special 
mention to Danny Carol, Sam Neades, Alison and Russell Hitchins 
and Alex Chalk.

We would like to thank all of our volunteers – the many of you who 
turned up to help at the run including a team from Waitrose and to Tracey 
Clinton and Jeff Ellis who manned a promotional stall in the Regent Arcade.

Roberts Express Delivery for sponsoring the Tewkesbury Wine Run. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance kindly gave £125.

Barclays Bank and Nat West St Oswalds for donating foreign currency.
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I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal 
to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax 
year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 
that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008. Please tick the box . 


